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£ Shewing that it principally conſiſts in a perpetual in- 
creaſe of Knowledge, which the glorified Saints i: 
ſhall e poſſeſs in eee 
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SH. MILES MAR TINDALE. 


O ye bleſt Realms of permanent Delight, 
Full above Meaſure, laſting beyond Bounds, 
A e of Bliſs is Bliſs! 
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FELICITY OF THE SAINTS, | 


Glorious Things are ſpoken of thee O City of God ! Pal. 87, 3. 
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10 THE READER, 


THE following pages are done from a French 
: Divine, who has not thought ft to give us his 
name; all * know of the work is, that it was 
Printed at Amſterdam, in the year 1700. 1 
contains two parts; the firſt on the Felicity of - 
Saints, i in the Life to come: and the other c con- 
tains Maxims of Piety, as belps to our happy 5 
arrival i in that Bleſſed Place. I have not tranſla- 


ted his reflections at full length, but have abridged 


| them, becau fe I thought him t00 diffuſive ; and 
| 4ʃſ% to bring it into a ſmaller compaſs, and con- 


 Jequentl 70 a, 40% Price. | 


Canyry Rraven, if thy foul i is as nuch re- 
Foledi in reading this 1 treatiſe as mine has often 


been, and if thy Views of future glory are as much 


enlarged and exalted as the Author's were, thou 


wilt have cauſe of 7 oy ; it will contribute to thy 


preſent and future Felicity; ho prays thine in 


Chriſt, M. M. 
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THE 


GLORIES or HEAVEN. 


I Would not be thought to ſpeak with a deciſive tone 
on the ſubject in hand; for although all men agree in 
the certainty of a future ſtate, which appears both from 


the light of nature and revelation, nevertheleſs the par- 


ticulars of that ſtate are very obſcure, and of which we 


know but little. 


To fpeak with affurance on a ſubje ct ſo dark, I muſt 


needs have a much better opinion of myſelf than J have. 


Modeſty and reſerve on a ſubje& ſo ſublime will be 
more becoming than aſſuming confidence. 


If in the courſe of this ſubject, any thing too bold or 


_ affirmative ſhould eſcape my pen, I hope the reader 

will make ſome abatement, and conſider it rather as a 
mode of ſpeech, which I would not have uſed, could L 
have found a better. „%%% Ot, | 


For although I may be fully perſuaded of the truth of 
what I advance, yet I cannot ſay that it is certain, It 
1s not improbable but I may be miſtaken, I am a man 

and have no privileges above others, which can exempt 
me from errors with which human nature is f{ur- 
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In my judgment 3 it is neceſſary for us, as far as we can, 
to form poſitive ideas, particular and determinate on the 


nature of future felicity; provided that ſuch ideas a are 


not repugnant t to divine revelation, 


A cloud of general ien ſtrike but little in e 
to clear and circumſtantial deſcrip tions, To ſay that 


the life to come is grand and full of glory; that ſuch as 
God ſhall account worthy to behold his face, ſhall ſhare 


the ſame glory with Jeſus in the boſom of the Father; 


is to advance very great things, and ſo e that e 
muſt needs fill us with admiration, 


"a the mind of man is ſo tinned that grand . 
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jects aſtoniſh and afright to a certain degree, inſtead of 


producing joy and pleaſure, There are objects too vaſt _ 
tor our ſenſes; our eye cannot ſuſtain the ſun's meridian _ 
blaze. There are ſounds too ſtrong for our ear. There 
are objects too vaſt for our minds, which when e 

rather produce ſurprize than pleaſure, 


The principles of the choice raligion are HE Wo T9 | = 
in a few propoſtions, an abridgment of which we call 
the Apoſtles creed; yet we know that it will require 


volumns to explain and enlarge on thoſe great truths, 


and that it is needful to unfold them in order to give : 


them energy and force on the minds of men, 


One may then reaſonably hope, that an explication x 8 


the future bleſſedneſs will meet with a favourable recep- 


tion among the thinking and pious part of mankind. 


for the moſt part too ſublime for our comprehenſion, 


The pallages of Scri>ture which ſpeak of that bliſs are 


and in order to underſtand and feel, we mult divide and: | 


Explain them. 


All chriſtians in general unanimoufly agree that the 


| Felicity of the ſaints in heaven will be excecding great ; 
although they think differently on other ſubjects. All 


acknowledge a life to come, which the Bible calls the 


tie Kingdom of heaven, All agree that the life to come 
== be maten happy and of ens and that there is 


nothing 
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nothing in this world to which it can be compared; that 


all terrene grandeur is as much beneath the glory of 


heaven as darkneſs is below the blaze of light, or the 


meridian glory of the ſun, 


It is agreed that a great part of our future bliſs will 
conſiſt in the greatneſs of our knowledge and in the 
enlargement of our underſtandings; the moſt knowing 
in this world, know but a few things; the greateſt con- 
noiſſeurs and moſt profound philoſophers, are blind and 
ignorant; they ſee things darkly, and with much imper- 


fection. Their wiſdom is circumſcribed, their faculties 


are weak, it is with much application, and difficulty that 
they conceive and comprehend the little they have at- 
. tained : but in the other world their wiſdom ſhall be 
exceeding great, and their faculties very ſtrong, their 
knowledge increaſed infinitely above what we can 


imagine. | 


The kuowledge of God is the moit excellent of all 
knowledge; God of all objects is the moſt glorious, and 
conſequently to know him is the ſupreme of all ſcience. 
One eſtimates the price of ſcience by the merit of its ob- 


ject; when one is grand and excellent, the other muſt 


be ſo too; when one is unintereſting, the other is of 


{mall eſteem. And from hence it is, that in this world 


the knowledge of God is ſuperior to all other know- 


ledge, 


Whatever contributes to the happineſs of man, muſt | 
_ correſpond with his faculties, There muſt be a con- 


formity between the ſubje& and the object, otherwiſe 


man could not be happy. Light, beauty and proportion 
are pleaſing to the eyes; the harmonious founds of mu- 


ſic to the ears; and perfumes and fragrant odours to the 


ſmell ; the reaſon is, theſe agree with the faculties of 


human nature, and there is a certain proportion between 


the ſubjects and the objects. 


Man is endowed with a reaſonable ſoul, and the 
knowledge of things is very agreeable to him. Muſic 


would no longer pleaſe the ear, nor beauty and propor- 
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4 
tion the eye, but for the knowledge of the human mind. 
The pleaſures of contemplation, and the charms of 
ſcience are infinitely more tranſporting than all the 
pleaſures of ſenſe, how exquiſite or perfect ſoever they 
may be. The pleaſures of the ſenſualiſts and volup- 
tuaries are low and brutal, but thoſe of the wiſe and 
holy are elevated, ſublime, and angelic, 


True ſcience not only pleaſes the reaſonable ſoul, but 

tends to its purity and perfection. The more knowing 
a a man is, the more his ſoul is enlarged and enobled; and 

on the contrary, the more ignorant, the more low and 


There is not any thing that produces more pleaſure 
to the mind, nor tends ſo much to its refinement as 
the knowledge of God; this gives a tranquil joy and 
ſatisfaction beyond deſcription. This knowledge calms 
the turbulent paſſions, ſatisfies the deſires; ſhe leads them 
to the ſummit of perfection, and leaves not one wiſn 
ungratified. The knowledge of God and the grand ef- 
fects which follow, is the greateſt perfection to which 
we can arrive, or even poſſeſs; nor are we capable of 
enjoying any thing higher either in this or the world to {| 
eme N „ | . 


We have no other knowledge of God in this world 
than what we derive from his works, his word, and his 7 
_ ſpirit. All that we know of God, is either by the con- : 
templation of his works, or reading his bleſſed word aſ- 
ſiſted by his grace. The effects of his power, of his 
wiſdom, and of his bounty, which we behold in his word 
and his works, lead us to the knowledge of his glorious 
perfections, and the ideas we have of him and the future 
Rate are formed by the fame. _ . 


It ſeems probable we ſhall know God in the other 
world, in the ſame manner which we know him in this, 
Cod is immutable, there is with him no variableneſs nor 
Jhadow of turning, His nature, his attributes, and his 
perfections ſuffer no change, He is what he was, and 

{hall be eternally, m TEIN 

e Qus, 


will make to us himſelf in heaven. 


that to come. 


„%% BO, 
Our faculties in the other world ſhall be ſuch as they 
are in this. I grant they will receive by degrees new 
enlargements and perfections, and immediately on our 
admiſſion into heaven, we ſhall experience a vaſt in- 
creaſe. But this advantage will nat change the nature 
of our ſouls, If their natures were ere we ſhould. 


ceaſe to be men, and then it would follow, that though 


one kind of creatures had obeyed or diſobeyed the laws 
of God, yet another ſpecies was ſaved or condemned; 


' which appears to me totally inadmiſſible, Should the 


Almighty clothe the ſoul with new faculties after its ſe- 
paration from the body, is what I cannot deny the poſ- 
fibilit y of, but I cannot ſay it will be fo, all I contend _ 
for is, that the nature of our ſouls ſhall not be deſtroyed, 


If God is the ſame in the other world as in os, : 


| which is moſt certain, and that the eſſential faculties o 
our ſouls will be the ſame, then the bleſſed will know 
God by his works, and by new revelations which he 


I cannot ſay what uſe the 9 and glorious ob- 


jects in heaven will be of, unleſs to give us brighter 


diſcoveries of the perfe&ions of God. To what pur- 


poſe will be the pomp, magnificence, glory, and ſplendor 


of the houſe of God, if by theſe we can diſcover nothin 

of his nature, his admirable attributes and perfections ? 
This is one great end of all the things of this world, and 
I conceive they will ſerve the ſame noble purpoſe in 


1 would not 3 that God makes uſe of ſecond 


cCauſes for the preſervation of our being, yet it is not 
improbable, but grant this, one cannot with reaſon 


imagine that this is their ſole uſe here, and I think 
it will not be their ſole uſe in heaven. The heavens de- 


clare the glory of God > to what muſt ſerve the beings 


which they contain, and with which they are ſurround- 


ed? I doubt not but the heaven of heavens and all their 


illuſtrious objects are for the ſame grand purpoſe. | 
I maintain that all the objects of the other world will 


contribute to the felicity of the ſaints; but I conceive 
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that will be in making as know the excellenee and ber- 
fection of God, and the incomprehenſible riches of his 


bounty, his love, and his grace. God is the great object 


of the felicity of man, it is in his knowledge and the 
fruits and effects which follow that our ſovereign good 
conſiſteth. The creatures cannot contribute to our bea- 
_ Uitude, but as they reveal to us the excellence of God, 


and enable us to comprehend and know him better. 


I acknowledge that ſome divines maintain ; that in 


the other world we ſhall have an immediate knowledge 
of the eſſence and perfettions of God; but I am not ſatis- 
hed with the proofs they bring; and many, not to ſay 


the greateſt part of proteitants are of another mind; and 


have offered many and weighty reaſons to the con- 


trary. 


But though they agree that the felicity of ſaints will 
cChiefly conſiſt in the knowledge of God, they never- 
theleſs doubt whether this knowledge will be received 
buy a perpetual progreſs, or whether it will be ſudden, |}: 
ad nd bepreſented to the eyes of our mind, as light is pre- 


ſented to the eyes of our body. 


lam inclined to believe that this knowledge ſhall be 


Progreſſive ; the ſaints after many ages paſſed in the houſe þ 


of God, will know God better than they did the firſt mo- 
ment of their introduction to glory. I do not think that 


millions of ages of which eternity is compoſed, pardon 
me the expreſſion, will put a ſtop to the progreſs of the 
ſaint's knowledge or will have fully per them in 


wiſdom and underſtanding. 


After the reader hath weighed the proofs which 1 
intend to bring in confirmation of my propoſition, he is 
at liberty to judge whether they be valid or not. I am 


content that only what appears concluſive ſhould be ad- 
mitted. And if they dont find my reaſons valid, nor my 


ſentiments admiſſible, I thall not be offended. But if 


they think them convincing, and the ſenſible and pious 


judge my opinion worthy of their approbation, it will 
perhaps give me pleaſure, But ſhould what is advanced 
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contribute to make them love God with: more ardoury 


and inſpire my readers with more agrecable ideas of 


x - glory, 1 ſhall be very happy. 


After theſe preliminaries, it 1s needful to pro ole my 
pro] Olition, which is, that the e of the bleſſed 


in heaven will be progre ſſive. 


1 take the word knowledge in its wideſt latitude, I 
do not take it in the contratted ſenſe of ſome philoſo- 
phers, for the report which material objects bring to our 
ſenſes. But in a general and unlimited ſenſe, for all 
knowledge by whatever means orin whatever manner it 
— be acquired. = 


By an eternal progreſs, I mean an eternal increaſe; 
it will be always augmenting, and will never arrive at 
that degree of perfection, where it can be ſaid; we can 
know no more, we can riſe no higher i inthe ſcale of bleſ- 
ſedneſs. This world is finite; its extent is limited and 
determined; the waves of the great deep have their 
bounds preſcribed, which they cannot paſs: thus far ſhalt 
thou go, faith God, and no further : there their fury is re- 
{trained : but human intelligence Bath no bounds, but 
ſhall extend to infinity. 


By a future ſtate I mean, the condition of bin cler 
death. There is another life after this. The ſoul does 
Lot periſh on her ſeparation from the body, ſhe ſubſiſts 
in another life, and ſhall continue to augment her 
knowtedge ſo long as ſhe remains there. It is evident 
our light increaſes here, and I ſee no reaſon why it 
ſhould not do the ſame in the next world, Here we 
proceed by degrees from the knowledge of things to their 
nature and uſe, and it ſeems impoiſible to deprive us of 


the deſire to know: I cannot think that death will make 


ſo great a change in our faculties, that a thing hitherto 
naturally impoſhible, ſhould not only become poilible, 
but neceſſary and inevitable; nor do I ſee how it can be 
our knowledge, if it is perfect immediately after death. 


By the bleſſed or ſaints, I mean thoſe whom God ſhall 
judge worthy to be partakers of that inheritance, which 
| | 1 


O 
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nant, have a right to the tree of life and ſhall enter in 
through the gates into the city. 


PART E 


The perfeRions of God are infinite, his power has no 
| bounds. He can do all things, and all things are the 


effects of his power. Nothing is impoſſible to him; his 
bounty and goodneſs are equal to his power and wiſdom, 


and extend to all that he hath made. 


Though man ſhall receive great advantages on his in- 
troduction to the kingdom of heaven, yet he ceaſes 


not to be a finite creature: though he leaves this ſad and 
_ miſerable deſert, he does not on that account become 


God, nor is he inveſted with divine perfections; in 


heaven he remains a finite eſſence, and his power will 
be always limited. Great as his advantages may be, and 
though his knowledge ſhould be ever ſo vaſt, yet he will 
for ever remain a creature, and his nature will continue 
unchangeably the ſame. 92 5 


| A finite creature Can never comprehend a Creator 


who is infinite; a nut-ſhell cannot contain our earthly 
globe, nor can the waters of the great deep be incloſed 
in a bottle. One cannot paſs the hills into a thatched 
cot, nor encloſe the mountains in a ſhepherd's cabin. 


There is no neceſſary proportion between the one and 
the other; but there is infinitely leſs between the per- 


| fetions of the Deity and the human underſtanding, there 


is no analogy of proportion between them, but there is 


between created beings, though it be ever ſo ſmall, hav- 


ing this in common, that all created beings are circum- 
ſcribed and limited. e 5 Be 
Though man cannot comprehend the excellency and 
2erfeftions of God, he muſt know them or he could not 
happy. There could be no deſires, if there were no 
ſuitable objects for them, and to know and to poſſeſs, is 
that wherein their contentment and ſatisfaction will 
nb anni —— conſiſt; 


* 


is incorruptable and full of glory; ſuch who having don 
his commandments and complied with the Goſpel cove- 
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conſiſt; and conſ- equently the privation will conftitute 
their miſery and torment, Daily ex :perience proves 
this. Man loves lociety; and conſequently it is in ſo- 
ciety that he can find pleaſure and repoſe, and in ſoli- 
tude wearineſs and diſguſt. Man's natural bent is to 
eat, to drink, and to reſt; and it is the gratifying of the 


deſire, Which gives pleaſure and contentment} as the 
pri ivation produces trouble and milery, 


Man defies to know God: it is natural for him to 


pats from the effect to the next cauſe, and from that to 


another, and ſo by order and by degrees till he arrive at 


God who is the firſt cauſe of all things, at which he 
ſtops, and in whom he finds fatisfaRion, there is the true 


centre and objett of the {ſtudy and knowledge 8 
to which when we arrive we 8 with t{ublime j Joy 


and infinite tranſport. 


If the Lon mind 1s bounded it cannot ;nltantly 


comprehend all the divine perfections, this muſt be 
done at ſundry times and lucceſſively; but it is not ſafe 


to decide how far this knowledge may be extended. 


Six thouſand men cannot pals at once throuch the gate 7 


= 


of a city; but ſeveral millions may paſs in ſmall compa- 
nies. All the waters of the ocean cannot paſs the ſtraits 


of Gibraltar in an hour; but it is certain they might all 
There is no mathematician who can exas 
mine by the glance of an eye all the propoſitions of Eu- 


clid with their different demonBration, but many have - 


done this ſucceſſively taking one by one. 


But the perfections of God are infinite, and can neverbe 


exhauſted: as eternity cannot be meaſured, no more can 


one exhauſt the perfections of God: whatſoever can be 


exhauſted is finite; whatever human intelligence can 

penetrate is of a limited nature and perfection: God's 

nature is a fathomleſs abyſs: and ſuch are all his per fec- 
Through all eternity theſe will not be fully and 


perfectly explained, and after all our ſtudy we mall not 
fully underſtand them all. 


They will furniſh new ſubje&s of meditation to all 


eternity; ; a th will perpetually occupy our minds, and 
B prelent 
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preſent to them new objects of wonder and delight. 


There will be no want of either ſubje&s or matter for 
this. This infinitely perfect and glorious object will 


tnrough all eternity give new occupations to the hap 


| ſoul. And fince theſe virtues are inexhauſtable, they | 
will furniſh the human mind with matter to {ſtudy and | 
meditate upon to all eternity, | a. 


All that ſhall be known of God in the life to come, | 
will be either by the light of nature, or by a ſuperna- 
| tural revelation, We ſhall know him by his ſuperbly 
grand and glorious works. The brilliant objects with 
which the New Jeruſalem ſhall be enriched, will publiſh 
the ſublime perfections of their Creator, and all the 
| bleſſed inhabitants ſhall ſound his praiſes, diſcover his 


glory, and blaze with eneffable luſtre on the eyes of all 


who receive admiſſion. Perhaps there will be a ſuper- Yy 
natural revelation from the Almighty Father, which 
will give us clearer diſcoverics of both the things, and 
of the perfections of God, than theſe glorious works of 


which we have ſpoken. 


The works which will give the bleſſed a diſcovery of 
the properties of God in the life to come; will be moſt. 
ſublime, and in great number; but we cannot decide 
or imagine to what extent their ſublimity and number 
will go. The works of God with which we are here 
ſurrounded are very numerous, very grand and magnifi- 
cent: and one cannot reaſonably think that thoſe in the 
world to come will either be leſs numerous or leſs glo- 
rious, ſeeing they are deſtined to diſpli.y his glory in a 
more ſplendid manner. There he ſhall be glorified in his 


ſaints, and admired in all them that fear him, 


I: is the property of the human ſoul to know, and to 
take pleaſure in that knowledge. It is a truth verified 
by the experience of the greateſt part, not to ſay all 


mankind, There are but tew who are fo ſunk in ſin 
and brutality, who have ſo far unmaned themſelves as 
to take no pleaſure in knowledge. 


| God directs the things in this world to anſwer the 
pPurpoſe for which they were made; ana ] deubt not but 


LE 
he will make thoſe of the next life anſwer the ſame wiſe _ 
end. He made the fun to warm and enlighten the uni- 
verſe, and this purpoſe it anſwers, He hath made the 
earth to produce herbage for cattle and fruit for man, 
and this it anſwers to this day. The ſame may be faid 
of all his works, they anſwer the purpoſe for which 


they were created. 


The property of the human ſoul is not only to know, 


but to defire knowledge with quenchleſs avidity, and 


fuch a thirſt is perfectly natural to the human mind, 
Hunger and thirſt are not mote natural to us in this life, 
than the deſire of wiſdom or knowledge is to our ſpirits, 
and it would be as difficult to diveſt ourlelves of the 

)))) is 


In paradiſe we ſhall not only have the ſame defire, 
but it will be more perfect, quick and ardent, Here it 
is very feeble, but this is through our fall by which our 
nature is much depraved, from which we ſhall never be 
ſo free here as in heaven, there our defire will be re- 


kindled and ſhall regain its primeval vivacity and ar- 
dour, there all the powers of the foul, hitherto languid 


and almoſt loft through ſin and deſeaſe, ſhall obtain 
their firſt rectitude and ſhall never more be impared, 


This defire mult be ſatisfied, otherwiſe heaven would 
be a place of torment and pain inftead of a region of re- 
pole and conſummate bliſs. Strong deſires unfatished 


would be an inſupportable puniſhment, and perhaps this 


will be a great part of the torments of the damned, 
Whether this be ſo or not, I will not decide, but I am 
aſlured of this, what univerſal experience confirms, that 


to have deſires, without the power of gratifying them is 


a molt exquilite torment; ſuch is hunger and thirſt with- 
%%% 88 
Nothing is capable of giving ſatisfaction to theſe de- 
fires but what is proper to them. As intelligible objects 
gratify the deſire of intelligence, viſible objects that of 
light, and ſounds that of hearing, ſo one may readily 


conclude that the thirſt of knowledge can only be ſatis- 


Hed with proper objects. | 5 
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Ihe mind of man is made for action: 
active here, and it is more than 
tive in the other world. 


of activity, when it is freed from groſs matter. It ig 
the opinion of ſome that the ſoul is never inackive here. 


we know it is 
probable it will be ac- 
It will have a fuperior kind 


When the body is inactive, the mind does not ceaſe to 


act, as appears in dreams: and though we cannot re- 


I 


member, yet there is good reaſon to believe that we 
never fleep without dreaming. | 


An active 1 without objects to exerciſe it's EY 
ties upon, would necellarily be a burden to itſelf, From 


hence it comes that even here ination fills us with im- : 


"1 
vg 
$\; 


patience, there is nothing more dilguſting and inſupport- ” 


able to a man, than to have nothing to do. 
New objects and new diſcoveries molt agreeably touch 


our minds. and produce very ſuitable impreſſions ; M and 


why will they not do the ſame in the world to come ? 


Thoſe who read, meditate, and who ſtudy the nature of 
things, are raviſhed when they have made new diſco- 

As there is no number ſo great but may re- 
ceive an addition, neither is the number of beings ſo 


great, but infinite power can add others, yet ſhall 
their number be always finite; 


veries. 


nicable attribute of the deity, and a property 7 
to him alone. 


infinity is an incommu- 


If beings may increaſe to all eternity, what Be Wt” is | 


their to doubt, but they will increaſe in knowledge as 


well as Render If one can receive the advantage of 
being multiphed, what ſhould prevent the other from 


receiving the ſame advantage? Beings with their differ- 


ent properties and affections, are the objects of human 
| intelligence ; ; and man is more or leſs knowing, in pro- 
Portion as the variety of the ESE which he knows are 


great or ſmall. 
But as I propoſe to treat in the biceraling pages of 


the different objects, which ſhall be propoſed to the me- 
ditation of the bleſſed in heaven, and of the probabi- 


lity or poſſibility of the eternal increaſe of our know- 


ledge, I ſhall conclude theſe reflections OY. the 
reader t to what! is there advanced. 


; 


E * 
PART III. 


1 5 Having ſpoken of the nature and perfections of God, 


of the nature of man, of his faculties, and of his inclina- 


tions, to prove or at leaſt to render probable the doc- 

trine already advanced, to make it more clear I ſhall 
aſs to thoſe reaſons which ariſe from the objects which 
will be preſented to our meditation in the realms of bliſs, 


The viſible world is of ſuch magnitude, that man is 
not capable of marking its grandeur, And who can fay 
with any certainty, this is the juſt circumference of 
heaven's arch, and the boundries of our globe? Who 


can ſhew the liameter of the ſuperb fabric, which pre- 


ſents itſelf to our eyes? Where is the Mathematician | 


who hath meaſured its circumference ? They have pre- 


tended to give us the circumference and diameter of 
the earth, the magnitude and diſtance of the planets, but 
none hath attempted to determine the vaſt extent of the 
_ univerſe, 7777 i nn ons ooo 


| The earth which we inhabit furniſhes us with an al- 


moſt infinite number of objects for meditation; yet in 
the judgments of the moſt celebrated Mathematicians, it 
is no more than a point when compared with the univerſe, 
What a numerous variety of creatures walk the earth, 
id air. What 
naturaliſt hath ever preſumed to give us an exact de- 
ſcription of the whole? We cannot count the different 
kinds of fowls, of beaſts, of fiſh, of inſects, of herbs, of 
flowers, of minerals, and an infinity of other things. 


ſwim the great deep, and wing the liqu 


WMWWe cannot ſay what ſorts of beings people the ſupe- 
rior paits of this grand univerfe ; but it is not improb- 
able, there are inhabitants ſuitable to their nature and 
the difference of their climate. The ſuperior parts of 


this admirable edifice, are infinitely more pure and ma- 
jeſtic, than this vale of miſery, and the groſs atmoſ- 
phere, with which we are ſurrounded; and perhaps 
thoſe inhabitants are ſuperior to thole of this world, as 
the place of reſidence is ſuperior to ours. This earth 
appears to be one of — — of the univerſe, 


83 


and perhaps ſhe contains the leaſt creatures which 


have N from the hand of God. 


It is not impoſſible but there are other worlds befide 5 
this which we know; ſome philoſophers have ſpoken 
of an infinity of worlds, and have thought this idea ſuit- 
able to the grandeur of God, whole power 1s infinite, 
and whoſe bounty is inexhauſtible. I do not think it 
impoſſible but there may have been many others be- 
tides this. The ſcriptures aſſure us this world was 
created about five thouſand, ſeven hundred years ago : 
but they are ſilent reſpecting the prior exiſtance of other 
worlds; nor do they aſſure us, that God will never 


make any other, for it is of this creation only, which 


Moſes. ſpeaks in the book of Geneſis, | ET 


Thoſe who have ſeriouſly reflected on che activity, : 
the bounty and the fecundity of the divine nature, have. 0: 
found ſome difficulty in ſuppoſing that God produced 8 
no beings till within a few t} houſands of years; I may 
ſay within a few days, becauſe with him a thouſand years 
are as one day. In ſhort can it be imagined that God 


hath had the deſign of producing beings, to make them 1 


eternal partakers of his felicity and glory, and yet did 
net bring them into exiſtence, till within five or ſix days, 


for ſuch are the years in his: light? This appears very 1 


improbable to a man of good ſenſe. 


It is not impoſſible put there may be has wade 


after this is conſumed by fire; but I do not take upon 5 
me to determine this point. It would argue much te- 


merit y and preſumption to fay, God ſhall go thus tar, 


but no further; he will ſtop here, and put an end to his 


er eative power. 


There may have been other worlds lia paſſed 


away, there may be other worlds now preſent, and it is 
poſhble worlds may yet riſe. out of the bowels of old 
chaos; containing an infinite number of beings of which 


we have no knowledge, If in the different countries 
in our world there are ſo many different creatures, can 
we reaſonably conclude, that in ſuch a number of worlds 


as N in this univerke : there ſhould not be a vaſt va - 
riety 


there is none 


FE 
riety of men? If there is ſuch diverſity and degrees of 
perfection among creatures of the fame kind in this 


World, will there be leſs among men of the fame ſpe- 


cies in the other parts of the creation. This diverfi- 
ty is ſo great, that while ſome approach to the perfec- 
tion of angels, others' are but little ſuperior to brutes, 


The diverſity which takes place between theſe two ex- 


tremes is numberleſs. The fame variety may be re- 
marked among other beings, This variety. its different 
cauſes, and reaſons, and the end of this difference will 


open an ample feld for meditation. 


There is no doubt but heaven will unfold to the ſaints 
a great number of wonders for their meditation. It is 
the palace of the great king, the houſe of God, the place 
where he makes his perfections ſhine with reſplendent 
glory, and where he will ſignalize his love, his goodneſs, 
and his grace. Such a place 1s doubtleſs adorned with 

extreme magnificence, and enriched with the moſt grand 
and wonderful furniture to produce joy, extaſy and ad- 


miration. Mediocrity is not ſeen in the courts of great 
kings, all is ſplendid, ſuperb, magnificent, and ſuitable 
to their power and grandeur. Can it be thought that 


heaven will not be ſuitable to the auguſt majeity of the 
deity, or that it will be leſs agrecable to his ſupreme 
grandsur. than the courts of earthly princes to their 


rank ? 8 

There is an infinite diſtance between God, and the 
moſt grand monarchs of this globe; there is no kind of 
proportion between the grandeur of the one and of 
the other. What proportion is there between the wa- 
ters of the ſea and the hollow of the hand? Or between 


the ſand on the ſea-ſhore and a nut-ſhell ? Neverthelefs 


there is ſome n between all finite beings; but 


blime of all his creatures. God is infinitely perfect, 


and the nature of his creatures is bounded and defective. 


If we may judge of the glory of the celeſtial court by 
the ſublime effence and perfections of God; and I do. 


not fee how we can judge otherwife, we may fay _— 
— F | 7 


etween God and the moſt noble and fu-_ 
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his eclat and his magnificence will as far exceed the 


Roger of all earthly princes as his nature exceeds 
t 


hand, exceeds in grandeur and magnificence the moſt 


a.creature, | 925 


In the kingdom of God, at leaſt after the reſurrection, 
man will be compoſed of body and ſoul; and ſo exactly 


adjuſted that it will contribute to the felicity of both. 5 


Then ſhall the body be ſpiritual and glorious. What 


his ſenſations and deſires will be, I dare not take upon 
me to determine; neither the degrees nor the advan- 
tages received by the bleſſed in that change, which will 


take place in the great day of judgment : but all agree, 


meaſure of the ather, the change of the body will ſerve 
as a law, to ſpeak ſo, for the change of the ſenſations 
and deſires which will then obtain. Gs 


of his power, of his wiſdom, of his bounty, of his love, 


of his tenderneſs, and the incomprehenſible riches of 


his grace. It is in theſe, I conceive, the happineſs of 


man will conſiſt, that is to ſay, in the viſion of God, 
which divines in general make to be his spvEREIGN. 


GOOD. 


The glorified ſaints may. quit the celeſtial Scenes vo- 


luntarily or by order to ſurvey and examine the works 
of creation. We may repreſent to ourſelves travellers, 


who paſs from place to place to learn the manners and 


cuſtoms, the laws and conſtitutions by which different 
| Rates are governed, and under which they live; as well 


as to inform themſelves of all that is particular, rare, or 


worthy of being obſerved. I ſee no reaſon why the 
bleſſed may not paſs from one part of the univerſe to 
another, and contemplate all that is curious and admir-. 


able. Who can imagine the prodigies of power, of yo 


at of theirs. The celeſtial manſion built by his plaſtic | 


ſuperb palaces of eaſtern princes, as much as his omai- 
| ſcience and omnipotence exceed the {kill and power of 


and it is beyond doubt, that the one will be the rule and 


The bleſſed by poſſeſſing the divine palace ſhall re. 
ceive the moſt glorious advantages. By this they will 
obtain more of the excellence and perfections of God, 


E 1 1 | 


dom and of goodneſs which they will diſcover, and 


who can ſay how much of the PTE and glory of 
God theſe will dilplay? 


The Scripture s aſſure us, that the holy angels Aefcens : 
from heaven to carth to di iſcharge the duties enjoined 2 


them by the moſt high, Though heaven is their 
country and their native abode, and for that reaſon they 
are called the angels of heaven; yet it does not prevent 
their making fiequent viſits to this earth. They are ac- 
quainted wich the redemption of the world by the Sa- 
viour, the enmity that ſubſiſts between the ſeed of the 
woman and the ſerpent, they know and adminiſter to 


the church of Jeſus, and doubtleſs contribute, under 


God, to its progreſs. If then the angels know many 


things, which are tranſacted on the theatre of this world, 


why may not the bleſſed obtain like knowlcdge of other 


worlds and parts of the vaſt univerſe. 


The heaven of 6 may not fully unfold all that 


may be know of God. Though they are the moſt auguſt 


mirror in which the face of che deity is diſplayed, yet 1 
am not certain that they fully manifeſt all that the bleſſed 


can comprehend of the great Father of all worlds. 
Other parts of the univerie may develop things which 
could not be known in paradile, Not that God con- 
ceals them from the realms of bliſs; but ne chooſes thoſe 
creatures upon which he may impreſs bis image and the 


marks of his perfections, to exhibit to the. eyes and 
minds of reaſonable creatures; as beings only capable ot | 
diſcerning and meditation. 


All the works of. creation 3 the perfections of 
God: the firmament unfolds the mighty power of his. 


plaſtic hand, the tun, the moon, the. ſtars, their nature, 


their regular motions, their influence, nn their effekts, 8 


ate in effect fo many mouths publiſhing his infinite 
power, wiſdom, and 8 There is no creature in 
heaven nor in earth, which does not exhibit leſs or more 
of the admirable. erkections Of their creator. If then 


this vitthle world and all its beings manifeſt the glory 


and attributes of the great God, can it. be doubted that 
IRE | all 
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of his own 
other world to know himſelf and the extent of his 


t 1 


all which hath been, which is, or which ſhall be in the 
. Ether worlds, will not ſpeak the ſame language? God 
made all things for himſelf ; that is to ſay, for the diſplay 
of his glory and infinite perfections. On, 


God does not need the aid of creatures to inform him 
rfections; he needs neither this nor any 


power, his wiſdom and his bounty, Theſe attributes and 
all others found in him are his infinite eflence and are 


85 perfectly known to him. IIIis works cannot teach him. 


A great part of the viſible creation, in my opinion, is 
of ſmall uſe, if not for the contemplation of reaſonable 
| beings. In a word to what purpoſe are the heavens, the 


earth, the ſea, and the almoſt infinite variety of beings 


which exiſt, if there were no intelligent creatures to 
{urvey and meditate upon theſe wonders ? Wherefore 


were they created ? And why hath God engraved upon 
them his image and perfections, if there had not been 


intelligent natures to give attention? If this viſible 
world was made as a mirror ſor the uſe of men and 
angels, therein to contemplate the glory of the all wiſe 
creator, to what purpoſe ſerve the other worlds which 
were, or which are, or which ſhall be, if not for the 
fame uſe? They ſhall be as mirrors, wherein the glori- 


hed ſaints may with rapture contemplate the glory of 
the Lord, 1 „ e 


| 6is true during this life we profit but little by the 


principal end for which the world was made, becauſe 


fin hath blinded our reaſon and enfeebled our mind. 

The principal end for which theſe things were made is 
to lead us to the knowledge of God; and they certainly 
unfold many grand characters of the divinity. But man 
is blind, flothful and negligent, and will not give atten- 


tion, nor engage in theſe ſublime pleaſures, this ſpiritual 


commerce, and this deathleſs honour, nor even give him 


ſelf time for reflection. But this only proves in my 


opinion, that there are other intelligent beings, wha 


are contemplating the divinity in the great diverſity of 


creatures here on earth, Though the world was prin- 
Pos | „ ci pally 
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cipally created to give man the knowledge of the Crea⸗ 
tor, yet not for this only, ſince angels may ſee and con- 


template the glory of God. And if this world was 
created in part that. angels might therein contemplate 
the perfections of God, it is not improbable but the ſame 


world, and all the worlds that exiſt were made in part 


for the uſe and contemplation of the bleſſet. 


I muſt acknowledge this world 1s uſeful to man ; ſome 
few diſcover a God whoſe excellence and perfections 
are infinite, and the reſt a very great majority might ſee, 
through divine aſſiſtance, the ſame things would they 


but apply themſelves thereunto. The things of this life 


are good, as food and liquor, yet there are ſome who 
have ruined their conſtitutions ſo that neither the one 


nor the other can do them much good, the fault is not 
in the things but in the man; fo it is with the viſible 
creation ſome can diſcover nothing of God in them, 
while others aſcend through the ſcale of beings up to 


God the firit great cauſe of all, 


What has been ſaid under this head may be briefly ſum- 
ed up in this; that this world which we ſee and which 
we inhabit, is a vaſt extent containing a very grand 


number of different ſpecies of beings : that there may 
have been other worlds before this: and there may be 


others in ſucceſſion to all eternity: that all God's works 
are ſo many heralds of his glory: that the principal end 
for which they were made could not be anſwered if 
there were no intelligent beings to conſider and medi- 


tate upon them; that the angels ſee and contemplate the 
works of God in this ſublunary ſphere : that it is my opi- 
nion the conſequence is not improbable that glorified 


ſaints may ſee and contemplate the glory of God which 


he hath diſplayed in this and in all other worlds; and 
that their variety may be nearly infinite and fo numer- 


ous that they will furniſh ſubjects for endleſs medita- 


tion, and knowledge which ſhall eternally increaſe, 


PART IV. 


There are various means of increaſing knowledge. 


-} ſhall reduce them to four. a, By means of viſion. 2 
R SN 1 Com- 


I 24 J 

Communication. 3. By divine revelation. 4. By the 
aid of reaſon. 
do not poſſitively ſay that the ſaints will augment their 
knowledge in this fourfold manner, nor can 1 lay there 
will be no other way of increaling knowledge. I only 
- affirm that it is poſſible, yea even 2 hey will 
augment it theſe four ways. 


I underſtand by that knowledge which we gain by vi- 

fron the Idea we form of viſible things. This Knowledge 
differs from what we obtain by a cloſe examination of 

objects. The knowledge which I have of perſons, of ci- 

ties, of villages, and of countries which I have ſcen is 

not the ſame with that acquired by a cloſe examination 

of a portrait, a ſtatue or a map. 


The knowledge l we Rove of the 1 of 


heaven. and of the glorious perſon of our Saviour is 
very di fe rent from what the bleſſed and the angels have, : 


They ſee and cortemplate this glory, but we are far re- 


moved, and can form but Very: imperfect ideas of that 


| bliſs. 


We can only know it by the accounts given us, 


and the deſcriptions to be met with in the holy bible ; $. 


| but the bleſſed know it, becauſe they lee 7 


There are but few t things! in this world 1 we can 


know by the help of fight, becauſe our viſion is bounded, 


Ve are ſhut up mm a little corner of the univerſe, and 


can only ſee a ſmall number of objects at once. Though 
we can move from place to place and examine many 


things ſucceſſively, yet we cannot lee many things at 
once; the ſphere 15 our activity 1s circumſcribed, we 
It coſts us much pain 


move lowly and with trouble. 
to examine ihe few beings 5 which we are ſurround- 
ed, what muſt it coſt us then to make the tour of this 
globe? 1 8 : | 


The 9 of the bleſſed will certainly be limited 
in the other world; they will be men in heaven as the 
are on earth, though {piritual and endowed with thou- 
fands of graces IK i Virtues peculiar to {piritual bodies ; 
but 1 am of opinion their movements will be rompt 
825 _ as 2 ray of light or 9 as a thoug " 4 

| ody 


To avoid miſtakes, it muſt be obſerved 1 


3.4 7. 


body then being perfectly ſuited to the ſoul they will meve 
the diſtance between this world and the remotelt ſtar 
in the twinkling of an eye, ſuch I preſume will be the 
agility and properties of glorified beings. They will 
not find ſo much difficulty in paſling from one extreme 
of the univerſe to another, as we now find in paſſing 
from village to village. Some of the learned have 
thought that all thoſe blazing ſtars which decorate the 
blue vault of heaven are habitable worlds, and are 
peopled like this on which we live, It is not poſſible 
either to prove or deny this doctrine, though I confeſs I 
am at a loſs to account for ſuch numbers of worlds being 
made purely for {uch ignorant beings as men to gaze on, 
Teaſon would incline ine to think infinite wiſdom mult. 
deſtine them for a far nobler uſe: and as the private 

very man, I muſt confelis. 


FR ET 


right of judgment belon 
{ I think them inhabited, 


this muſt produce creatur 
of our admiration, 


As the bleſſed will have natures ſo active and which 
can move with ſuch celerity; they can eaſily move from 
ſtar to ſtar, or rather from world to world and behold 
all that is done there. ſurvey all that is worthy of con- 
templation, as well as in the upper realms of li 

will exalt their ideas of the grandeur of the deity, and 
retune their harps to his eternal praiſe, This world af- 
fords us ſome creatures, which ſwim the great deep, 
others which walk the earth, and ſome which wing the 
wide expanſe, which if duly conſidered cannot fail to 
fill us with admiration and ſurpriſe, and at the fame time 
exalt our notions of the great Creator, we may then rea- 
ſonably ſuppole that worlds more pure and glorious than 
es ſtill more grand and worthy 


ght: this 


But no part of the univerſe will produce ſuch ſublime 
wonders and glories as the celeſtial court. It is there 
we ſhall behold the moſt grand and magnificent effects 
of the power, of the wiſdom, and of the goodneſs of the 
great God. Who can meaſure the vaſt extent of this 

ſuperb palace, and how great the variety of its inhabi- 
tants and furniture are? If the earth is but a point in 
compariſon of the heavens, the heavens in compariſon 
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of the empyreum, and the empyreum but a point in com- 
pariſon to the heaven of heavens, then muſt this grand 
palace extend nearly infinite. And were there no 
worlds paſt, preſent or to come, heaven itſelf in this 


point of view would afford wonders ſufficient for the 
contemplation of the laints to all eternity. 


There may be different ſpecies of reaſonable beings, 
of pure ſpirits exempt from matter. And among theſe 
of the ſame ſpecies different degrees. There may be 
angels with organiſed bodies nearly approaching thoſe 
of ours at the reſurrection. And among theſe many 

different kinds, all thoſe ſhall be EXPEIST to our ey2s 
and be matter of meditation, Tt 


It is not for me to determine the wamber of beings pre- 
pared to embelliſn the new Jeruſalem, the city of the living 
God but as there are many things here, which diſplay the 
perfections of God, ſome more and ſome leſs needful, 
at leaſt many of them appear to be only as ornaments 
for this world, and to render it agreeable to our eyes; 
ſo it 1s probable there will be a vaſt variety of beings 
for the decoration of the houſe of God; and to render 
it agreeable to the eyes of all thoſe who mall be Judged 
worthy to dwell there, 


But the moſt glorious obiedt propoſed to the eyes of 
| the bleſſed will be our exalted Lord and Saviour JESUS 
CurIsr, He who on earth the moſt deſpiſed of men, 
is now in heaven the prince of the kings of the earth: he 
V ho was once the butt of ſcorn, is now preſented an ob- 
jet of admiration even to angels themſelves: he who 
formerly ſtood a criminal at Pilate's bar, is conſtituted 
| the judge of quick and dead, and all men ſhall appear be- 
fore his judicial ſeat to be judged. Who can attempt 
to deſcribe the character, the grandeur, the excellence 
and the perfections of the holy jeſus ? | 


Jeſus Chriſt is the moſt brilliant, the moſt livel v image . 


of God tbrough the whole creation, he i> exalted above 


all principalities and power, to him the angels are ſub- 
ject, be is God through the whole creation ; he 1s ex- 

alted above all principalities and power, to him the an- 
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gels are ſubject, he is God over all bleſſed forevermore. 


His power, his wiſdom, his bounty, his providence, his 
adminiſtration, his empire is infinitely more extended 
and perfect than can be well conceived hy finite minds. 


The bleſſed ſhall behold Jeſus not only in his perſon, 


but in the mode of governing his kingdom, They will 
behold him the head of ſaints and angels, as captain ge- 


O 


S neral of all the celeſtial armies, as the mo{t illuſtrious 


erlon who preſides over them, who {hall govern and 
direct them under the orders of the glorious FarHER, 
and ſhall ſhed on them the influence of his life, Ina 


word though the ſcriptures aſſure us, that when man's 
redemption is fully completed, Jeſus ſhall refign the 
Empire into the hands of the FaTHER, nevertheleſs I 
conceive he will retain the honour and the quality of 


Saviour and Redeemer of men, and as the fon is the 


great eye and ſoul of this grand globe, ſo ſhall the ſun of 
reighteouſneſs ſhine upon and animate the heavenly Je- 


ruſalem, for the lamb is the light thereof, The bletled 


ſhall behold his light with inconceivable joy and plea- 
ſure. Such are the means of obtaining knowledge by 
viſion, 5 V'; 


God formed man a reaſonable creature, that he might 


know his maker, comprehend his will, and be capable 


of being governed, and conſequently of being made 


happy; and this it appears he might have done without 


a written revelation, But man fell! and ſince that fatal 


event, God has made known his will to man by means of 
a revelation. By this Adam knew that the feed of the 


B arg Ul bruiſe the ſerpent's head ; and perhaps many 


more things which are not recorded in the bible. By 


this Noah underitood that the world muſt be drowned, . 


and afterwards that it ſhould no more periſh by a de- 


luge of waters. Abraham and the Patriarchs, Moles, 


the Prophets and the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, were in- 
formed of many things by the ſame means, 


Moſes obtained the hiſtory of the creation either by 
immediate revelation, or by tradition from thoſe to 
| C 2 | whom 
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whom it had been firſt revealed: for one may conclude 
from the viſible world that it hath been created; but we 


could not conclude that it hath been created in ſuch a 
manner or in ſo {mall a time, We could never have 


Known that when God created the heavens and the 


earth, that there was a formleſs deep or chaos, from 
whence he called them by his allcompelling fat ; or that 
| he proceeded in the manner laid down by Moſes, It 


required a revelation to give us this knowledge, For 
there is nothing in the form of the heavens and earth, or 


any other creature that would determine us to think 
thus. „ | : „„ 


The police and government of the Jews, as well civil 
as religious, with many other things in that ſtate was 


_ eſtabliſhed by an immediate revelation from God. Their 
laws were made by God himſelf. Their government 
was a theocracy: God was the ſovereign under whom 
they were to live. He informed them by the grand 
mean of inſpiration of their duty as ſubje ts of a republic 
and church, ſeparated from all the nations of the earth 
to ſerve and adore him. There laws and model of go- 
vernment were not the productions of reaſon; but the 
effects of the ſovereign will of God, in many things ar- 


bitrary, and which could only be known by revelation. 


Tho church of Jeſus is eſtabliſhed in the ſame manner: 
her author and founder proceeded from the boſom of 
God the Father from whom ſhe receives her laws and 
government : the laws which regard her conſtitution 

and diſcipline were inſtituted and ſettled by divine re- 
velation. N „ 


It mould ſeem that with reſpe& to the diſcipline | 


and government of the church of Chriſt, the fcriptures 


are ſilent as touching any poſſitive model: and tradition 


has no binding authority, ſo that we are left to model 
her as time and circumſtance may determine. Angels 
know much of the will, nature and perfections of God 
by divine revelation. By this they knew the will of 
God reſpecting man's ſalvation ; and that grace which 
God would beſtow on ſinful man, the bounty and com- 


| paſſion he meant to confer an a ruined race, Hat not 
| | f 
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God revealed theſe to the world, angels could not have 
known them. They could not have diſcovered them 


by the book of nature, nor by any other Way than a re- 


velation from God. 


By paying attention to the nature of God and his 


works, it might be concluded that he was merciful ; but 
without a revelation, it could never have been diſ- 


covered that God would reconcile himſelf to ſinful man. 
The will of God is a ſecret which neither men nor 
angels can know till it is revealed. The reconciliation 
of God with fallen man could never be known by the 
| laws of nature, nor did the angels know this till it was 
revealed, If man in a ſtate of innocence knew at. leaſt 
a part of the will of God by a ſupernatural revelation ; 
| and if after his fall God continued to make known his 
will in the ſame manner to the patriarchs, the prophets, 
and to the Apoſtles; if the angels obtain knowledge in 
the ſame way; I cannot ſee why, the bleſſed will not 
augment their knowledge in the fame way and manner. 


1 doubt not but the glorious works exhibited to the eyes 


of the ſaints, will diſcover to them a great part of the 

nature, will and perf:&ions of God; yet I am not aſ- 
fured but there ſhall be a ſupernatural revelation. in the 
realms of bleſs. Us | | T3 | 


As divine revelation hath furniſhed us with the We 


tory of the generation of this world; it is not impro- 
bable but the bleſſed will obtain the geneological hiſtory 


of other worlds in the ſame way. In ſhort though we 


know enough by the light of nature, that all creatures 
are the productions of the firſt being; yet by this we 


neither know when, nor how they were formed, As 


in this world both men and angels know by revelation 
the laws and politic government of the church of God; 
it is not impofſible but the bleſſed will know in the ſame 
manner the laws and government of other worlds. The 


may obtain them as the angels have obtained thoſe of 


this world, 


St. Paul remarks the analogy between the firſt and 
ſecond creation; in the firit creation God commanded light 


to ſhane out of darkneſs, the ſame he does in the new crea- 
| | C3 tion 
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tion, hath ſuined into your hearts, giving light to fuch as fit 


in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death. As at the firſt crea- 
tion darkneſs and chaos preceded the light, and good 


order and the arrangement of things; the ſame in the 


{econd, the ſtate of ignorance and confuſion, precedes 


the ſtate of light and knowledge. The analogy, the re- 


ſemblance and the roportions remarked by the divine 


penmen, between the natural and ſpiritual creations are 


not very numerous: but it is not improbable but the 


_ correſpondence may be much greater, had we the full 


hiſtory of the firſt creation, and had the divine writers 
remarked them. What reaſon can be given why this 
grand analogy ſhall not be made known to the bleſſed 


by divine revelation? . 1 
The conſtruction of the tabernacle and the great 
number of its veſſels and inſtruments had certainly ſome 
ſignification. The epiſtle to the Hebrews puts this be- 


yond doubt: and yet the ſcriptures hath given us an ex- 


plication of but very few. Who can deciſively ſay: 
what was ſignified by the ſhew-bread, the chandelier and 
its different lamps, the cherubim which covered the fhew-. 
bread with their wings? The new teſtament hath ſaid 
tome little by way of explication of ſome parts, and 
ſome authors have had the boldneſs to attempt a full ex- 
plication : but what the bible is filent upon muſt remain 
doubtful. It is probable that the juſt and clear explica- 
tion of tbeſe things is reſerved for the other world; and 


that the bleed ſhall receive this knowledge by a parti- 
cular revelation. There are moreover in the new teſta- 
ment many typical perſons, things and actions, and F 
am confident that no man ever did nor ever ſhall know 
their full meaning in this world. The perſon of the 


high prieſt was doubtleſs typical, as were alſo many of 


his actions. The ſame may be faid of many things in the 


ſanctuary, the vail which encircled the ſanctum ſanctorum 
or holy of holies. David, Solomon and Iſaiah were ty- 


pical perſons: the new teſtament hath ſpoken of their 
antit ype, but what is ſaid is very brief, obſcure and im- 
perfect. Perhaps a perfect knowledge will never be ob- 


tained till we come to the other world, when it will be 
made known to the blefied by the means of revelation. 


To 


E 


's fit To thefe I would add many ceremonial laws which 
rea- we read of in the books of Moſes, of which it is difficult 
ood to give a reaſon for their inſtitution, or to ſay what they 
the ſignified, It may reaſonably be {uppoled that the Jews 
>des for whom theſe laws were made knew their reaſon and 
re- ſenſe much better then we can who are come into the 
„ine World lo long after, and to whom theſe laws are no way 
are obligatory: nevertheleſs I am inclined to think the 
the Jews themſelves never perfectly knew the reaſons and 
full end of all their inſtitutions. Ngo | . 
N Who knows the reaſon and ſignification of the dif- 
ary ferent kinds of ſacrifices; or what evidence have we 
fed f that even the Jews underſtood them? Why were many 
of the ſacrifices wholy conſumed on the altar, while 

reat others were only part conſumed? Why was one part 
me of the offerings eaten by the prieſt, and the other by 
be- thoſe who preſented the oblation? In almoſt every age 
ex- fince the creation, God hath revealed the future at dif- 
lay: ferent times and for different reaſons. On this ground 
and he informed Abraham that his poſterity ſhould be ſlaves 
Lew. ina ſtrange land for the ſpace of four hundred years, 
laid and that in the end they ſhould be delivered and ſhould 
and MK be proſperous. On the ſame account he told the Jews 
ex they ſhould go into captivity into Babylon for the ſpace 
ain of ſeventy years; that Cyrus ſhould deliver them and 
L1Ca- reeſtabliſh them in their own country ; and many other 
and things of the like nature we read of in the bible. It is 
ti- reaſonable to ſuppole that ſaints and angels knew all 
ſta- theſe future events, becauſe God hath revealed them; 
d I and I do not ſee why the bleſſed may not know many 
ow |} things in the heavenly Jeruſalem by the ſame means, and 
the--: that in an everlaſting ſucce ſſion. 155 
0b Who can ſay through all eternity God will never 
um. create any more worlds; or if created he will not govern 
ty- them as he does this, partly by natural and partly by ſu- 


gion which contradifts this opinion. It is true ſhe is 
hlent upon the ſubject, nor do I affirm that it is either 
true or neceſſary; it is enough, if it is not repugnant 
thereunto, I do not ſay there will be a ſucceſſion of 


pernatural laws? I know nothing in the chriſtian reli- 


worlds 
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E 
worlds as corrupt as this, and conſequently have need 
of a redeemer: but why may there not be a world, yea 


myriads of worlds, whoſe inhabitants might keep their 
e integrity and rectitude, and God govern them 


y natural and revealed laws; Adam was governed in 
this manner while he continued in a ſtate of innocence ; 


and after a limited time, I am inclined to think, would 


have been tranſlated to more magnificent habitations 


where he would have enjoyed a more perfect beatitude. 


Permit me to obſerve, that God may govern both 


ſaints and angels for ought we know, by natural laws. 


The ſervices they render God in protecting kingdoms 


and his church in particular, or in puniſhing his ene- 


mies, may in my opinion, be that obedience which they 


render to his poſſitive and particular commands or ex- 


preſs revelations. For although rewards and puniſh— 
ments are annexed to the laws of nature, yet they neither 


determine the time nor degree, Where is the law of 
nature which determines when and how far the enemies 
of God and his people ought to be puniſhed or chaſtiſed? 
Where is the law of nature which preſcribes the time 
when nations and churches ſhall be protected or deli- 


vered into the power of their oppreſſors and thoſe who 


ſeek their ruin? It appears to me that theſe things de- 
pond upon the will of God; nor can they be known 


but by an immediate revelation. If in theſe particulars 


angels are ſubject to the laws of revelation, who can ſay 
that in all other caſes they ſhall not to all eternity be 
governed by the ſame ? Who can ſay that the worſhip 
and praiſe of God in heaven will not be determined by 


poſſitive and immediate revelation? And who can de— 
termine the number and varicty of theſe inſtitutions, or 


how long they will continue, or how often they will be 


renewed? 


If Adam in his ſtate of innocence was ſubject to the 


laws of nature and revelation; who can doubt that 


ſaints and angels are not under the ſame, or that the in- 
habitants of other worlds do not receive from God 


theſe twofold laws for their government and regulation; | 
and if their knowledge is natural and ſupernatural why _ 
SE | ſhould 
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mould not that of the bleſſed in heaven? The ſum of 


whet has been faid is, that the knowledge of the bleſſed 


will eternally increaſe by the means of revelation, I 
have given my reaſons as they preſented themſelves to 


my mind, The reader is at liberty to receive or reject 


PART VI. 


It is very certain that in heaven the bleſſed and 


angels will communicate their thoughts one to another, 


Man was made for ſociety, and to converſe ſeems eſſen- 


tial to him. We may reaſonably make the ſame judg- 
ment concerning angels. They as well as men are intel- | 


ligent beings, and to converſe {ſeems inſeparable from 


their nature. They are ſocial beings, and ſocial con- 
verſe ſeems the inſeparable property of all intelligent 
creatures. How they will communicate their thoughts, 


is not known to me, nor perhaps to any man in the 
world, To ſay how this ſhall b 

know the nature of ſpirits; whether they have bodies or 
not, and of what nature theſe bodies are: but no man 
in his ſenſes will attempt theſe things. It follows then 


by an infallible conſequence, that no man knows how 
| ſaints and angels carry on this mutual commerce. When 
we are ignorant of the nature of things we mult alſo be 


ignorant of the effects they will produce, But though 


we may be ignorant of the nature of things, yet we may: 


be ſure that they are. We know not how a grain be- 


comes a tree, or a {wall ſeed of one uniform colour pro- 

duces a flower of ſuch different contexture and ſuch va- 
riety of hues. We know not how brutes and fiſh are 

formed, nor how a fowl is produced from a fimple egg, 


and. yet it 1s certain that they exiſt, If then beings 
really exiſt of whoſe formation we can give but little 
account; I ſee no reaſon why we ſhould doubt the ex- 


iſtence of a reciprocal communication of thoughts be- 
tween ſaints and angels. It is certain that there are an 


infinity of things above our conception. It would argue 
much raſhneſs and incredulity to deny that beings preter- 
natural had appeared to men and at times converſed with 


them; but who can {ay how they rendered themſelves 
viſible, whether they aſſumed bodies of air or ſome other 


element; 
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etement ; or by condenſing their own bodies, or by ſome 
other way made themſelves viſible and audible ? Theſe 


are be to which the moſt knowing can give no 
flat is factory anſwer. | 


Suppoſe then the ſaints and angels to hold converſe 
in heaven, and reciprocally communicate their thoughts; 
I maintain that the knowledge of the bleſſed will be 


much augmented by this mean, For if there are, or if 
there have been other worlds beſides this in which we 
live, the ſaints will obtain information thereof from the 


angels who have governed them, and who by an expreſs | 


order from God have taken knowledge of their a airs. 


There is no doubt but God hath a particular care of all 


his works, about which his ever watchful providence is 


concerned. And J think it is evident that God makes _ 
uſe of the miniſtry of holy angels in the government of 
other worlds, as well as of this. By this means the glo- 


rified ſaints will obtain the knowledge of beings which 
exiſt in other worlds, of what uſe they are or have been, 


their virtues and their perfections, above all what rea- 
ſonable creatures inhabit there; and alſo what was the 

government and what laws God preſcribed to which 
they were ſubjected and how they obeyed. To this 


may be added many other things, as how long they ex- 
iſted, by what means and by what cauſes they were pre- 
| ſerved, what recompenſe and what puniſhment they re- 
ceived and in what place. They will alſo become ac- 
quainted with all the grand events which have taken 


place in other worlds, their cauſes and occaſions ; as alſo 
the laws there obſerved, and the governments there 
eſtabliſhed, and how many ſpecies of reaſonable crea- 


| tures, and how they were employed: for a reaſonable 
being requires ſomething whereon to exercife its facul- 
ties, either by action or meditation, or by both; other- 


_ Wiſe their faculties were uſeleſs, and were given them 


in vain ; which we cannot eaſily imagine, becaule ſuch 
condutt is beneath a wiſe and prudent man, but how 


much more unworthy of God to create reaſonable beings 


for no end. | 5 „ | 
It is not. poſſible to tell what vaſt knowledge the 
blefled will acquire in this way: for ſhould they deſcend 
8 80 1 oo | | to 
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to minute details, their knowledge muſt be nenly in⸗ 


finite. If there have been many worlds before this or 
actually coex:ſtent With it, what an infinity of ſubje ts 
for converſation will not theſe afford for the angels or 
other intelligences, who have had a knowledge of what 
has there taken place ? What part of eternity will they 
not employ in theſe fort of relations? If by what we ſee 


here and the remarks we make, we are able to Judge in 


ſome manner of the pleaſures which the things in the 


other world will give our minds, and the manner in 


which they are conſtituted, may we not ſay that things 
of this natwe will extremely charm us, not only as ſimple 
hiſtories, but alſo as circumſtances and proofs of. the 
power, of the wiſdom and of the infinite goodneſs of 
God: not as {imple relations of ſuch and ſuch events, 


but as effects of an infinite puiſſance, of a wiſdom that 


is admirable and incomprehenſible, and of the immenſe 


bounty of the creator of all things? 


In this manner ſhall the ſaints comprehend all that 
has paſſed in this world fince the creation. I think it 
is certain that the angels will give them an ample rela- 
tion of all that paſſed before the flood; how and by | 


what degrees the inhabitants corrupted -e in 
turning from God and in abandoning themſelves to ſen- 


ſuality and prophanefs. What Moles has only given us 
a very conciſe account of ſhall be fully made known 
with all its circumſtances, Many things which we 
could not know, becauſe of ſo much ignorance and ob· 
ſcurity, the angels thall fully eclairciſe. 


The ſaints ſhall contribute: to the increas of the 
| knowledge of the bleſſed. Adam, Ahel, Seth, Enoch 


and Noah, have been well informed af many things 


which pailed- from the creation to the deluge; they : 
muſt have added greatly to their knowledge having been 
already fome thouſands of years in glory: they will 


doubilels communicate their knowledge to ſuch as new- 


Ly arive in thole bleſt e 8 their narrations will 


be very copious. 


The angels will unfold the Nö of the world from. 
U deluge to Abraham: * will diſcover how the 


earth 
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earth was peopled by the poſterity of Noah; and how 
the tower of Babel came to be built, of the confuſion of 
tongues, of their diſperſion over the whole earth, I 
doubt not but the angels will convey a clear and cir-, 
cumſtantial account of all theſe things to the ſaints: in 
the ſociety of glorified fouls we ſhall have a clear and 
perfect intelligence of all things of which we at preſent 
underſtand nearly nothing. Noah lived many years 


after the flood, and conſequently knew much of the 


affairs of the world, and will doubtleſs communicate 
his knowledge to the ſaints in glory. | 5 


It is certain that the bleſſed will obtain the hiſtory 


of the church of God, which hath ſubſiſted in all ages, | 
by the recital which the angels and ſaints ſhall give 
them: they will be informed how ſhe ſuffered under 
her enemies, and how often ſhe has changed her exte= \ 
rior and name in the eyes of mankind, and how often | 
The has been nearly deſtroyed, how ſhe roſe from the 
duſt and obſcurity, and again flouriſhed in the wo'ld, | 
They will diſcover to the ſaints the miracles which God 
wrought for her deliverance, In the firſt ages of chri= |} 
ſtianity God raiſed and increaſed his church by the 
 fimple preaching of his word, the inſtruments were 
poor, weak, and univerſally deſpiſed. But the church 
Was planted meagre all the oppoſition, of the wile, the 
learned, the powerful and the politic maſters of this 
world; the means by whica the world thought to have 


ruincd the church were by the overruling providence 


of God made to advance her. They perlecuted all who 


bore the name of Chriſt; they ſtriped them of their 


wealth, friends, liberties, and of their dignities; they 
maſlacred them by thouſands; they invented the moſt 
cruel, flow, and painful puniſhments that earth or hell 
could imagine: but all theſe could not deſtroy the 
church of God; the blood of the martyrs was the ſeed of the 
church ; the more they tore to pieces, the more they mul- 


tip] ied. 


As God founded the chriſtian religion by means which | 


human reaſon would have condemned; he has alſo re- 


formed her from corruption at ſundry times by means 


ſeemin gly 


feemingly as improbable. After having greaned for 
ages under the tyranny. of the papal yoke, ſubjecteu fora 


long time to thick darkneſs and helliſh 1gnorance, near- 


ly habituated to ſuperſtition and idolatry, exacted by 
penal laws, to whom the grandees of this world gave 


energy by the civil arm; Luther appeared, a poor monk 
who by his ſingle voice ſhook thrones, yea all Europe 
and made the infallible chair of Peter tremble to its bale: 


thouſands forſook the whore of Babylon, retuling to 


buy her wares any more; but uniting in a more rationa! 
1} worſhip of God, and approaching much nearer the {im- 


licity of the goſpel. This human reaſon could never 
ee planned nor thought it practicable. The holy icrip- 


tures, and hiſtories both ancient and modern furniſh us 


with relations of theſe things, The ſcriptures ſpeak 


\ briefly of the foundation of chriſtianity and the manner : 


in which it was eſtabliſhed. Ancient hiſtory gives us 
fome account of the propagation and increaſe of the 
chriſtian faith; and of the obſtacles it had to ſurmount. 
Modern authors furniſh us with the riſe and progreſs of 


the reformation ; but I doubt not the ſaints and angels 
Will furniſh us with more ample and more perfect rela- 
tions of theſe matters. Who can ſay how much they 


know of thele particulars ? doubtleſs their knowledge 


of theſe things is moſt exact. Beaven is deſtined ſor 
the exaltation and the celebration of the praiſes of the 


great Jehovah, We cannot celebrate what we do not 
know, the more perfect our knowledge of any thing is, 
the better we ſhall be qualified to praiſe it as it deſerves. 


Thoſe are the moſt propei to admire, to praiſe, and io 


adore the perfections of God, who know his wonder- 
ful works in the fulleſt extent and in the moſt perfect 
manner, None can praiſe an author but ſuck a> have 
read his works, and who beſt know his talents. None 
can found the praiſes of God, but ſuch whoſe know- 
ledge of hjs providence and works is the molt perfect 

and extenſive. 4 | 5 
The bleſſed will no doubt magnify the power, the 
wiſdom, the juſtice and the goodneſs which God hath 
diſplayed in founding, protecting and governing Lis 
church, There has been a perpetual war between 
| | WES > SES the 
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the ſeed of the woman, and the ſeed of the ſerpent: where 

often the ſcale of victory has hung doubtful till in 

the end like their illuſtrious maſter they have bravely 

conquered by their fall like Sampſon. As the ſaints 
will diſcourſe upon the different conflicts which have 


taken place between the two Kingdoms, of the battles 


which have been fought under the reſpective generals; 
I doubt not but they will entertain each other with the 


inviſible wars which kave been waged by Michael and 5 


his angels in favour of the church, againſt the dragon 
and his angels to the prejudice of God's people. Who 


can tell how far the knowledge of theſe things will ex- _ 


tend? If the leaſt circumſtances ſhall not be omitted, 


which appears they ſhall not, the number will be near- 
_ infinitely, How many ages may be employed in com- 


municating this vaſt knowledge? 


Nations, churches, and particular families will furniſh | 


an infinite number of things, We can ſay but little of 
them now, becauſe we have little or no knowledge of 


their affairs. We know neither the good actions they 


Have performed, nor the fins they have committed, We 


are not well informed of their qualities nor the tempta- 
tions to which they have been expoſed, and conſequent- 
ly cannot be informed of their adventures. But in the 


other world we ſhall receive a full information of the 


whole, then ſhall we eaſily comprehend the whole. The 


affairs of the world and thoſe of the church are ſo inter- 
woven thet we can ſcarcely know one without the other, 


The conqueſts or ſufferings of the church cannot be un- 
folded without bringing to light the malicious deſigns 

and practices of the world. We cannot deſcribe the |} 
triumphant conqueſts ſhe hath gained over judaiſm and 
paganiſm, without mentioning the furious oppoſition 
made on the part of the Jews and Pagans. Nor can we 


develop the affairs, progreſs and conqueſts of the true 
church over the Roman ſynagogue without entering 
into a tragic ſcene of bloody actions. „„ 
As the world is a theatre, and the changes and revo- 
Jutions which take place are the ſcenes of this tragi-co- 
medy, if we may ſpeak fo, angels and glorified ſaints ys 
725 . | the 
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the ſpeRators, and after the grand cloſe of all things 


1 QO. 06% = 


and advantageous to their own felicity, . 


39 75 . 


here will give God due praiſe, and conſequently will 


have a perfect knowledge of all that has paſſed, Fort is 


certain that no one can extol the wiſdom, juſtice, power 


and gooaneſs of God in the management of all theſe af- 


fairs, without having a full and perfect knowledge of the 


whole, 


It muſt not be thought that eternity will paſs away Y 
uſeleſs converſation. Such thought is blaſphemy, The 


converſe of the bleſſed will not be uſeleſs and unin- 


tereſting, it will touch the ſpeakers in the moſt lively 


manner, and will produce in the hearers effects worthy 


of their nature, Theſe hiſtories on the one hand will 


Produce wonder and ſurpriſe, and on the other will 
make us love God with a more aident flame; and the 


reſult will be joy, pleaſure and divine contentment : the 


whole will conſpire to the praiſe and the glory of his 
ſublime perfections and infinite goodneſs, The minds 


of the bleſſed ſhall be fo attentive and collected, that 
every time mention is made of the works of divine pro- 


vidence, impreſſions will be produced agreeable to God, 


It is certain that ſuch converſations are worthy of the 


a glorified ſouls, and anſwer perfectly well to that ſtate 
of glory to which they are exalted, poſſe ſſing an eſtate 


happy and ſublime, what can they do more grand and 


* _glorius, than entertain each other with the wonderful 

power, wiſdom and goodneſs of him who placed them 
there, and by theſe means to excite love, gratitude and 
= 1 Nothing is more worthy of reaſonable beings in 


like circumſtances, and under ſimilar obligations: nor 


can any thing be more worthy of God, or more ſuitable 

to intelligent beings, We fee the royal prophet often 
making mention of the works of God, and the admir- 

able effects of his providence with regard to Iſrael. He 


makes mention of the covenant which God made with 


Abraham, of the Fas det of the Hebrews in Egypt and 
their miraculous deliverance, He mentions their rebel- 
lions in the wilderneſs, the puniſhments. with which 


they were vilited, their ſuperficial repentance, and the 
Wong: D 2 - feigned 


[ 49 ] | 
feigned fincerity with which they approached Cod with 
their lips, wile their hearts were far from him. Why does 


he mention theſe things? to diſplay in brighter colours - 


the tenderneſs, the favor and the mercy of God to the 
Jews, and his inviolable attachment to his covenant. 


God had {worn to Abraham to give the land of Canaan 


10 his poſterity, and he would not break his oath, not- 
withſtanding the rebellions of an wngrateful people, I 


think it is evident then that the bleſſed will entertain 


each other in heaven with the works and the provi- 
dence of God to retune their harps and inflame therr 


minds. If it is the duty of pious people in this world . 


to praiſe God, can it be leſs the duty of the bleſſed in 
heaven? And if in this life piety and devotion is ex- 

acted in {peaking of the works of the moſt high, will not 
the ſame thing be done in the other? If on earth it is 


an agreeable duty, will it ceaſe to be ſuch in the realms }_ 


of light? If in this vale of tears our obligations to gra- 


titude increaſe in e were the bleſſings received; 
ows that the bleſſed muſt glow with 


it conſequently fol 


gratitude, and ſound the ceafeleſs praiſes of the glorious 


author of all their mercies, ſince they have received and 
are receiving infnitely more than the moſt exalted per- 


Ton in this world. 


I could ſay much more to ſhe v that the knowledge of 


the ſaints ſhall have an eternal increaſe by the means of 


tradition. For inſtance, I could ſpeak of the kingdom 


of darkneſs, her government, laws, conſtitution, pains, 


Kc. which the damned feel, for doubtleſs all this is 
known to the angels and will conſequently be revealed 
to the ſaints: but perhaps the reader already thinks me 


o long. F 
„FAR il. I 

I o0 reaſon is to infer one thing from another, or from 
known premiſes to infer ſuch or ſuch conſequences. The 
Tacunty of reaſon will be in ule in the other world. In 


conſidering what God is, in recollecting what he has 


done, and in knowing what he is actually doing; the 
taints will conclude on ſure ground that he is worthy at 


% 


love and adoration. 


obedience an effect of reaſon? 


20-542 2] 
their love and obedience. When they conſider that he 
is the firſt great cauſe he has given being to all creatures, 
and to. man breath and life; when they repreſent to 


_ themſelves that they were made in the image of God, 
that they were ruined by ſin, that he ſent his fon into 


the world to redeem them from their iniquities, to re- 


new and ſanctify them; and to re-imprels them with | 


his image; when they reflect that their being, their fa- 
culties were given them for the production of their bliis 
through the medium of agreeable objects, they will ne- 


.f  ceſlarily conclude that God who is ſo great, ſo incom- 


prehenſibly good, is truly worthy of all poſfible eſteem, 


If the intelligence of the ſaints were infinite, there 


would be no place for reaſon : but as it is certainly li- 
mited, it is not eaſy to ſee how the human mind can be 


diveſted of ſo effential a property. Could they love 
God without knowing his perfections? Could they 


obey him while ignorant of his juſt authority, and the 
many and rom benefits they have received from his 


hand? And is not this knowledge, this love, and this 


7 


It is certain that a great many arts and ſciences in uſe 


among men will have no place in heaven, but will termi— 
nate on earth; I cannot ſay this is ſtrictly true of all: 


for it is certain that theology will not only find a place 
in heaven, but will be cenfiderably perfected. There 
we ſhall know the will of God better than it has ever 


been known here; and our faculties ſhall be more ca- 


pable of this knowledge than they have been in this 


| world. Heaven will furniſh us with the perfections of 
Cod, with demonſtrations more lively and fenfible than 

any we have here, It is true creation, providence, and 

the ſcriptures, have given us a great knowledge of God; 


nevertheleſs heaven will give us much more; for here 
we ſee but darkly, as through a glaſs ; but there we ſhall ſee 


face to face, Here we behold var & hin but there 
wie ſhall ſee him as he is. As then we 
clearly and perfectly, we ſhall be more capable of puting 
in practice what we know, Who can imagine what 


hall know more 
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will be the deptn and riches of the divinity and glori- = 6 
hed ſaints? What length of time it would require to 


exhauſt it ? And after millions of. ages it will fill re- 


The myftery of the Trinity and the pet ſonal union 


will furniſh us with matter for eternal meditation, and | 
lo profound is this myſtery, that perhaps the ſaints | 4 
will never comprehend it fully, It is at preſent too 


vaſt for our minds, and will 6 be ſo to all eter- 


nity, We ſhould not readily ſubſcribe to this great 


wn Lr not the ſcriptures very explicit on the 


fon; it is revealed, and on that authority we receive it, 


perhaps it will be the ſame through all eternity. 


The perfeftions of the human nature of our bleed 
Saviour are doubtleſs of vaſt extent, and through the 
wide univerſe there is no effence, except the triune 


deity which equals, much leſs ſurpaſſes it. The luſtre 


of his body, and his different perfections will be ex- DR | 


tremely penetrating, but the faculties and perfections of 


Dis ſoul will be infinitely more admirable and ſurpriſing. _ 
What ſhould hinder the ſaints to know by the way of | 
 xealoning theſe things as well as others of which we 
have ſpoken? Why from the knowledge they have of 

things which are clear, may they not infer conſequences 
ok things which are leſs clear? Why may they not pro- 

ceed from cauſes to effects and from effects to cauſes. 

In this manner we proceed here. From the ſtately _ 
Fabric of the heavens and earth and the, different crea- 
| tures, we conclude their is a firſt cauſe, a power, a wil- 

dom, and a bounty which are infinite; from the know- 
ledge we have of God that he is immaterial, we infer 
| that he is incorruptible; and as we underſtand that he 
is ſpiritual, we conclude that he is ſimple and many 
other things of the ſame nature. Can it be ſuppoſed 


the ſaints will not proceed thus? If they preſerve their 


reaſon, which they doubtleſs will, why will they not 
pPreſerve its uſe? If it is not incompatible with the feli- 
city of the ſaints to preſerve the prerogatives of reaſon, 


hat ſhould hinder them the uſing it? It is probable 


ubjeft. It is an object of our faith and not of our rea- 


A 
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— 


action and re poſe. 


laints will have a gran 


| God, the Saints will be able to judge how God acts upon 


E 


there will be the molt lively images of the Trinity and of 
the hypoſtatic union, ſuch as ſhall place this grand my- 


ſery in full light, and render the confequence eaſy and 


clear, as a cauſe from an effect or a copy of an original. 
We lee ſuch images in this world. The ſoul, for in- 
fiance, has three principles which compoſe its eſſence, 
yet it is but one ſoul, The ſoul and the body is but one 
man. Ik is probable that there will be the moſt ſtriking 


images of this hypoſtatic union: and though we may 


never obtain a perfect knowledge of this grand myſtery, 


ſo much will be obtained as is neceſſary for our ſatis- 


At preſent it ſeems impoſſible for us to reconcile the 


preſcience of God with man's free-will ; but perhaps 
this difficulty will be obviated in the realms of light, 
|} The difficulty of reconciling theſe two ariſes hence, we 
1 neither know the nature of God nor. of man, nor the in- 
| Auence o jeither upon human actions. If we know 
What God is, and what man is, and the manner in 
Which both the one and the other operate in the pro- 
ductions and effects which are attributed to man, a great 
part, not to lay the whole of this inſuperable difficulty 


would inſtantly” diſappear. It is indubitable that the 
0 knowledge, and will draw con- 
ſequences which will caſily reconcile thefe difficulties, 


The power, the wiſdom, and the goodneſs of God 


are infinite; an unbeginning, never ending, overflowing 
| ocean without bottom or ſhore. His power is al- 
* e God does what he will. Nothing can ſtand 
before his potent arm, when he will work who ſhall 
dinder? his wiſdom is impenetrable, a vaſt abyſs whoſe 
depth no mortal has ever fathomed, His goodneſs is 
boundleſs, who can ſay here it ſhall ſtop ? Such and 


ſuch fins are beyond its reach it cannot pardon them? 
It ſwells infinitely greater than the earth, is as deep as 
the gates of hell, and wide as the poles of heaven, what, 


an infinite number of concluſions may be derived from 


fuch pleaſing ſubjeCts. | 


- 


From this knowledge of the nature and perſection of 


the 


| *the mind of man, It appears from ſcripture and expe- | 


rience confirms the ſame, that God acts by his ſpirit on 
the mind of man here; and he will doubleſs do the ſame 


in heaven; but how this will be done we cannot ſay. 
God is a pure act of an infinite preſence, Without any ac- 

It the perfections of God 
is eſſence, it is out of the power of man to | 
determine the manner of God's acting on the human 


cident mopeny ſo called. 
conſtitute 


mind; but if the effence of God is a pure act, how is i: 


that God is always equal and always in action, how can 


he act ſo differently upon ſuch a multitude of ſpirits, 
and ſo often on the ſame? How are the operations 


of God to be conceived, if they are nothing but his eſ- 
 Jence always acting? It is natural to conclude the ſaints 


will obtain this: knowledge by the mean of reaſoning, 
It is allowed that Godcan create. Tocreate I underſtand 


the production of a being from nothing. This is a power | 
_ which ſurpaſſes all our intelligence, but the power and | 
fecundity of God will be fo well underſtood in the other 
world that we ſhall eaſily and clearly conceive how God 


Rags: this vaſt fabric out of nothing, 


The reſurre&ion is a doctrine which we Died on 


f the authority of God in his holy word. But how dry 


bones and ſcattered duſt can revive ; how bodies de- 


voured by repacious animals, fowls of the air, and mon- 
ers of the great deep, or reduced to aſhes and caſt into 
the ſea can re- aſſemble and become a habitation for the 
ſoul, is what we cannot conceive, But the bleſſed know - 


ing the power of God, and the different ſubordinate - 


_ Cauſes, can as ealily conchude how this was done, as we 


on beholding a ruinous houſs or Wan can x conclude 


how it is to be rebuilt. 


The production and e of our ne what 


gives. us life and motion, is what we. are ignorant of: 


this is univerſally allowed: for. the creature does not 


become inde eg where it begins to exiſt. It de- 
Vac on God both for the preſent and future. It hath 
| 22 of the ſuccours, of the deity both when it is pro- 


duced and when it produces. But what this divine 


. operation Is e know not. But L am inclined ta * | 
| tne, 


and rendered more perfect. The 
the aid of reaſon ſeems natural to the human mind: with 
ſubmiſſion, I ſuppoſe that the kingdom of heaven will 
" __ augment and perfect the faculty and inclination which 
we have for reaſoning; ſo far from deſtroying, it will 


dience. 


EN 


the ſaints will both ſearch and diſcover this grand my- | 


It is certain the human mind was made to knaw God, 


who is known by his works, It is not certain that all 
the different virtues and perfections of. theſe works are 


equally clear; ſome are more evident, others more ob- 


ſcure and difficult to comprehend, It is ſo in this life, 


and it may be the ſame in the next. Here we diſcover, 


by the aid of reaſon, things unknown by the means of 
things already known. I do not ſee why ſaints may not 
do the ſame in blifs, Heaven will be far from diminiſh- 

| ing, much leſs aboliſhing the laudible inclinations of the 


human mind, on the contrary Fey thall be augmented 
eſire of knowing by 


render its uſe and exerciſe more eaſy, more agreeable, 


and more happy. A finite intelligence cannot know all 
things at once; this knowledge mult be acquired by de- 


grees, Can we ſuppole that a reaſonable creature is to 
act from the ſame principles as a brute? Is he to lerve 


and adore God without the uſe of his reaſon? Can he 
ſerve, love, and obey him without paying attention to 
his excellence, his bounty, his power, and without re- 


garding him as the cauſe and foundation of our ie on. 5 
y 


I know not what others may think, but I am decide 


of opinion, that all the obedience we render to God, all | 


the love we have for him is an effect of our reaſon, and 
| conſequently reaſou will be neceſlary in heaven to aug- 


ment our knowledge and alſo to produce love and obe- 


have already ſuppoſed a plurality of worlds for the 


everlaſting increaſe of the knowledge of glorified ſouls; 


things ſo probable that they have ſtrong appearance of 
truth. I honeſtly confeſs 1 cannot think that from all 
eternity God has only created this viſible world, whoſe 


birth Moles and other inſpired writers have left us the 
| hiſtory of, and whoſe duration is not fix thouſand years, 


Though 


er, A — — — 
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Though I would not be underſtood that a plurality of 

worlds is neceſſary for this increaſe of knowledge, 

heaven is a vaſt and glorious place, and may in every 

fenſe be adequate to this glorious end. Af 
vanced this d 


have ad- 


our faculties ſhall be more grand, refined and perfect, and 


conſequently more capable of reaſoning. They ſhall 


with greater eaſe infer concluſions from premiſes than 


in this ſtate of ſin and blindneſs; and on that account 
hall extremely augment their knowledge, I cannot 
ſay to what length this ſhall be extended, but preſume 
that eternity only ſhall ſet bounds thereuntto. 
Io what has been already ſaid by this thinking French- | 
man [ beg leave to add the following reflections on this 
truly ſublime ſubject: 8 j 8 


The Apoſile obſerves that, we are come unts mount Sion, 


and unto the City of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 


and to. an innumerable company. of Angels: to the general 


d4ſſembly and church of the frſt born which are written in 
heaven, and to God the Fudge.of all, and to the perfect ſpirits 
of juſt men: and to Feſus the Mediator, Sc. Doubtleſs 
the intent of this ſublime paſſage is to impreſs our minds ( 
with ideas of that bliſs, which will reſult from /octety. 
A ſociety perfected in wiſdom and confummated in blils; _ 
| Where no clouds of ignorance pervade the mind, no 
diſorder the paſſions, nor any imperfection the ſouls of 
theſe happy intelligences, to interrupt their joy or im- 
pare their felicity. We are aſſured both from ſcripture 
and experience that God is Loves, That all the diſplayrͤs 
of his perfections, whether in erecting worlds, angels, 
men; in governing, directing, and providing for the 
ſame; in blefling, puniſhing or deſtroying them; or in 


ſucceuring, redeeming and glorifying the fame; are but 
the different modulations of his unbeginning never end- 


ing and all comprifing Love, ET RE 
The religion perſcribed to man whether under the 


Heathen, Jewiſh, or Chriſtian diſpenſations, never was 
nor can be any thing but love: this celeſtial goddeſs = 


oQrine, that the knowledge and felicity of 
the ſaints ſhall always augment: I am alſo of opinion 
that both ſhall receive a vaſt addition on our introduc- 
tion to the realms of pure light and uninterrupted bliſs; 


6 
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E ; | the true daughter of the ſublime and happy God of love. 


5 She would reign over earth's tumultuous ſons, would 
y Nl they but liſten to the mulic of her heavenly voice; the 
— 1 ſtretches her peaceful wand over the world, but they _ 
f |} ſpurn her gentle ſway: ſhe is clothed with innocence, 
n Ff{ meekneſs, gentleneſs and truth; while righteouſneſs and 
- | mercy are the moveleſs baſs on which her everſhining 
$ | _ throne ſtands firm and ſecure. But hell gave birth to, 
d 1 and a deſcription of man called Divines, Cardinals, and 
l 1 Popes, have conjured up a motley fiend of horrid aſpeR : - 
TY ſhe is clad with ignorance as with a garment: and like a 
3 pleudo-prophet proclaims herſelf the true deſcendant of 
t the ſkies and lawſul daughter of God, while her rapa- 
e Y Ccious tallons graſp the civil ſword, and like a true daugh- 

s Hi ter of the bottomleſs pit ſtrews her way with blood and 
3 | | ſlaughter; heaps of ſmoaking carnage marks the foot- 
18 fiep of this religion, while ſhe has in her chariot, racks, 


| : 
% wheels, chains, eæcommunications, Creeds and uniformity, 
1 with more than ſtoic hardneſs inflicting her fanguinary _ 
| ediQs on all who dare oppoſe her antichriſtian ſchemes : 
her arguments for ſuch conduct are orthodoxy and divine 
right. As if a father having twenty children, and one 
of them a blood-thirſty wretch ſhould obtain his father's? 
mandate for murdering all the reſt. Or, as if that gentle 
Jeſus who wept over ſeruſalem who bled on the croſs,” 
and who even in his laſt agony prayed for his murder- 
ers, ſhould be now well pleaſed to ſee his friends 
flaughtered, becauſe they durſt not fin againſt him, and 
they loved him with a love ſtronger than death !! But 
bleſſed be God there are a few on earth who are ſo far 
enlightened as to ſee that all pure and genuine religion 
is love: that God who is a ſpirit muſt be worſhiped in 
ſpirit ; and that no worſhip but what is the effect of di- 
vine love can be pleaſing to a God, whoſe nature and 
* whole name is love. But if this heavenly goddeſs (love) 
has but a few votarics on earth; yet ſhe has millions on 
the plains of light: there ſhe maintains her ſovereign 
{way over the infinitely wide extended realms of felis 
city. There millions of raviſhed beings from the ſublime 
Cherubim, the mighty archangel and the glorious thrones, 
| down to the loweſt order of that heavenly throng : from 
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Adam, the venerable patriarchs, the awful prophets, and 
the truly illuſtrious heralds of the goſpel, down to the 
infant of a day: the millions of millions gaze with rap- 
ture on her blaze of light, and baſk in the allanimating 
allwarming and all beatifying rays of bliſs, N 
Does love conſtitute conjugal bliſs on earth ? The 
parties ſhall love with a much purer, much brighter and 
infinitely more laſting flame in the new Jeruſalem, Does 
love conſtitute parental and filial bliſs ? The hearts of 
parents and children ſhall feel much ſtronger emotions 
of love in the fields of light, Is friendſhip rare on earth, 


and is it infincere if love be wanting? It is in the garden IB 


of heaven that this ſacred plant of true friendſhip un- 
moleſted grows: there friends ſhall claſp each other, 
and in mutual acts of love be more cloſely united and 
row-eternally together in the regions of true repoſe. 
55 love the true comment and happineſs of civil ſociety? 
Never yet found on earth, but in heaven nothing elſe is 
known, O what a region of bliſs, conſummate bliſs. In 
a word is true religion nothing but love? This is evident 


from the firſt model of a chriſtian church given us at 
Jeruſalem: alas how few underſtand it in this light, but 
looking upon a dull round of religious duties as the fum | 


of pure devotion, whereas all is vain without love: in 
heaven all is love. With ſubmiſſion I ſpeak it, the 
_ warmeſt flame of love that ever glowed in the breaſt of 
the moſt paſſionate lover, in the heart of Jacob for his 


Rachael, or in the breaſt of David for his Jonathan, wil! 


be infinitely exceeded in the realms of glory both towards 
anne ues 
O my ſoul what tranſporting views open to thy ſight, | 
what raviſhing ſcenes are exhibited on the fields of 
heaven, What jubilant throngs are tuning their harps 
in honour of the great redeemer. Hatk their muſic, be- 
liold their luſtre, ſee how they beckon thee away, mark 
how they lean from their ſhining thrones, to ſolicit thy 
arrival. Lo! they ſtand on the frontiers of heaven wait- 
ing to welcome thee home, and to place the crown on 
thy triumphant brows, and to conduct thee to the lofty 
_ throne of God: O may 1 ſafely gain that bright abode, 
HENS. MILES MARTINDALE. 


